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from his iron or his human mechanisms, to produce
not the best goods but those which would sell so as to
yield the larger margin, to get for himself a market by
ousting his competitors ; because it was good business
for any manufacturer to pursue this course of conduct,
it was good for all manufacturers to do so, and for the
nation of manufacturers and shopkeepers as an aggre-
gate. Even the Free Trade policy, in which the old
economists came nearest to a conscious realisation of
National Economy, was seldom presented in a national
form, and was more generally proved and illustrated
by the advantages accruing to individuals or special
interests within the nation by untrammeled intercourse
with individuals and trades in other nations.

The conception of a really u Political Economy " to
which Jevons once rose in a single rhetorical flight
when he said that "the great problem of economy
may, as it seems to me, be stated thus: ' Given a
certain population with various needs and powers of
production, in possession of certain lands and other
sources of material: required the mode of employing
their labour so as to maximise the utility of the pro-
duce/ " * found no place in the authoritative text-books,
not even in those of Jevons himself.

Now Mr. Ruskin, though he did not philosophise
upon the " organic" nature of the State, did always
insist upon imputing to it that nature, premising that
both the science and the art of Political Economy
should be constructed from the standpoint of the well-
being of the whole society. The state with which his
"economy'1 is concerned is not merely an industrial
and a political, but, in accordance with his view of life

1 Theory of Political Economy, p. 289 (2nd ed).
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